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General Marking Guidance 
  
  

• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners 
must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they 
mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 
rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than 
penalised for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 
according to their perception of where the grade boundaries 
may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 
scheme should be used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 
Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the 
answer matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be 
prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s response is not 
worthy of credit according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide 
the principles by which marks will be awarded and 
exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the 
mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must 
be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has 
replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Paper 1: Religion and Ethics 1C – Islam Mark Scheme–2020 

Question 
number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

1(a) AO1 3 marks 
 
Award one mark for each point identified up 
to a maximum of three. 
• Angels were created by Allah (1) 
• They were created from light (1) 
• Angels have no free will (1) 
• Angels worship Allah (1) 
• Angels fear Allah (1). 

 
Accept any other valid response. 

• Lists (maximum 
of one mark). 
 
 
 

3 
 
Question 
number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

1(b) AO1 4 marks 
 
Award one mark for providing a reason.  
Award a second mark for development of the 
reason. Up to a maximum of four marks. 
• It makes the believer courageous (1) 

because he knows that the span of his 
lifetime is predestined by Allah (1) 

• It makes Muslims responsible before Allah 
for their actions (1). This inspires Muslims 
to strive to please Allah in every action (1) 

• It means that everything happens 
according to the wisdom of Allah (1). When 
there are difficult situations a Muslim will 
be patient (1). 
 

Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated reason 
/development 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the reason given 
and to the 
question. 

4 
 
 
 
 
 



Question 
number  

Answer  Reject Mark 

1(c) AO1 5 marks 
 
Award one mark for each reason. Award 
further marks for each development of the 
reason up to a maximum of four marks. 
Award one further mark for any relevant 
source of wisdom or authority. 
• It gives Muslims hope (1) since Allah will 

resurrect humankind even if they are 
crumbling bones (1), they will ‘truly be 
resurrected as a new creation’ (Surah 
17:49) (1) 

• It shows Allah knows everything a person 
has done (1). The Qur’an says ‘If He wills 
He will have mercy on you (1) if He wills He 
will punish you.’(Surah 17:54) (1) 

• Allah will judge everyone fairly (1). Those 
who did good works will be made happy in 
a garden (1), those who did evil will not be 
permitted to enter the garden (Surah 
30:15-16) (1). 

 
Accept any other valid response. 
 

• Repeated 
reason/ 
development 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the reason given 
and to the 
question 

• Reference to a 
source of 
wisdom that 
does not relate 
to the reason 
given. 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question 
number  

Indicative content  Mark 

1(d) AO2 12 marks, SPaG 3 marks 
 
Candidates must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 
knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required to 
demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as well as 
accuracy of religion and belief when responding to the question and 
in meeting AO2 descriptors. 
 
AO2 
Arguments for the statement: 
• The Hadith claims there are ninety nine Most Beautiful names 

for Allah referenced in the Qur’an. These reveal many aspects of 
the nature of Allah, for example Tawhid in Surah 6:102 which 
shows that there is no God but Allah 

• The Qur’an states that Allah is ‘as close to a man as his jugular 
vein’ (Surah 50:16), showing that he knows humankind and is not 
aloof in a distant paradise and will show his nature to mankind 

• Allah is shown as always just. Surah 4:40 shows that Allah will 
reward evil with evil and righteousness with righteousness, 
teaching Muslims the benefits of behaving as Allah requires. 

 
Arguments against the statement: 
• Muslims believe Allah is transcendent, he stands outside his 

creation and is therefore ultimately unknowable by his creation. 
The Qur’an may suggest his nature but it is beyond 
understanding 

• There are other ways that the nature of Allah is revealed, for 
example through following the Six Beliefs and praying daily a 
Muslim becomes more knowledgeable and grows in 
understanding of the nature of Allah 

• During a Muslim upbringing the example of the parents reveals 
the nature of Allah, as does the example of the Prophet. Muslims 
first come to know Allah as he is revealed through those who 
worship him. 

 
Accept any other valid response. 
 
Candidates who do not consider different viewpoints within the 
religious tradition or non-religious viewpoints (as instructed in the 
question) cannot achieve marks beyond Level 2. 
 15 



 
Level  Mark  Descriptor  
 0 No rewardable response.  
Level 1 1–3 • Information/issues are identified and make superficial 

connections among a limited range of elements in the question, 
underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of religion 
and belief. 

• Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a 
conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6 • Superficial connections are made among many, but not all, of the 
elements in the question, underpinned by a limited 
understanding of religion and belief. 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are 
made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise 
evidence, much of which may be superficial, leading to a 
conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9 • Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent 
and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 
viewpoints. These are underpinned by an accurate 
understanding of religion and belief. Connections are made 
among many, but not all, of the elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but not 
all, of the elements in the question. Judgements are supported 
by the appraisal of evidence, some of which may be superficial, 
leading to a partially justified conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12 • Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 
coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 
viewpoints. These are underpinned by a sustained, accurate and 
thorough understanding of religion and belief. Connections are 
made among the full range of elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range 
of elements in the question. Judgements are fully supported by 
the comprehensive appraisal of evidence, leading to a fully 
justified conclusion. 

 
  



SPaG 
Marks Descriptors 

0 marks No marks 
awarded 

• The candidate writes nothing. 
• The candidate’s response does not relate to the question. 
• The candidate’s achievement in SPaG does not reach the 

threshold performance level, for example errors in spelling, 
punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning. 

1 mark Threshold 
performance 

• Candidates spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy. 
• Candidates use rules of grammar with some control of 

meaning and any errors do not significantly hinder 
meaning overall. 

• Candidates use a limited range of specialist terms as 
appropriate. 

2 marks Intermediate 
performance 

• Candidates spell and punctuate with considerable 
accuracy. 

• Candidates use rules of grammar with general control of 
meaning overall. 

• Candidates use a good range of specialist terms as 
appropriate. 

3 marks High 
performance 

• Candidates spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy. 
• Candidates use rules of grammar with effective control of 

meaning overall. 
• Candidates use a wide range of specialist terms as 

appropriate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Question 
number  

Answer Reject  Mark 

2(a) AO1 3 marks 
 
Award one mark for each point identified up 
to a maximum of three. 
• The Hadith condemns male homosexual 

acts (1) 
• The Qur’an condemns women who 

commit ‘indecency’ (1) 
• Men who lust after men are described as 

‘transgressing beyond bounds’ (Surah 
7:81) (1) 

• There is no legal judgement for those who 
do not act on their homosexual tendencies 
(1) 

• Homosexuals will be punished by Allah (1). 
 

Accept any other valid response. 

• Lists (maximum 
of one mark). 
 

3 
 
Question 
number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

2(b) AO1 4 marks 
 
Award one mark for providing a reason.  
Award a second mark for development of the 
reason. Up to a maximum of four marks. 
• The Qur’an encourages Muslims to marry 

(1), they are therefore fulfilling Allah’s will 
(1) 

• It is the only lawful place to have children 
(1), and to bring them up in the Muslim 
faith (1) 

• Allah has created a mate for them (1) and 
in marriage with this person they can 
express love and mercy (1). 
 

Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
reason/ 
development 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the reason 
given and to 
the question. 

4 
 
 



 
 
Question 
number  

Answer Reject Mark 

2(c) AO1 5 marks 
 
Award one mark for each reason. Award 
further marks for each development of the 
reason up to a maximum of four marks. 
Award one further mark for any relevant 
source of wisdom or authority. 
• Women are divinely ordained for 

motherhood (1). Allah created humankind 
from one soul (1) and from the first two 
humans created and spread many men 
and women (Surah 4:1) 

• The Qur’an teaches different roles for men 
and women within marriage (1). Women 
support their husbands who financially 
provide for the family (1). Surah 24:26 
teaches that ‘good women are for good 
men’ (Pickthall translation) (1) 

• How parents behave teaches the next 
generation the principles of Islam (1). The 
Prophet said that every child is born in the 
nature of Islam and parents can transform 
it into other religions (1). The Hadith 
confirm that the best thing a father can 
give his children is education and 
upbringing (Al Tirmidhi) (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
reason/ 
development 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the reason given 
and to the 
question 

• Reference to a 
source of 
wisdom that 
does not relate 
to the reason 
given. 

 
5 

 
  



Question 
number  

Indicative content  Mark 

2(d) AO2 12 marks 
 
 
Candidates must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 
knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required to 
demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as well as 
accuracy of religion and belief when responding to the question and 
in meeting AO2 descriptors. 
 
AO2 
Arguments for the statement: 
• Marriage is very important in Islam. The Qur’an encourages 

Muslims to work hard to sustain their marriage. Surah 4:34 
instructs men whose wives are arrogant to ‘First advise them’ so 
some Muslims will not divorce 

• Marriage binds two families together. The families of a couple 
who are having problems will work hard to help the marriage 
succeed, since divorce may bring shame in the community 

• Muslims believe that Allah has created a mate for each of them, 
so to divorce would be to question Allah’s plan. Therefore some 
Muslims believe that divorce shows disrespect to Allah. 

 
Arguments against the statement: 
• In Islam marriage is a contract and Islam recognises that 

sometimes marriages break down irrevocably. In this instance 
rules are laid down in the Qur’an for the treatment of divorced 
wives and the children 

• Since the family is very important in Islam, if a couple cannot 
have children it is permissible to divorce. Individuals are free to 
remarry and start a new family.  

• Some Muslims would accept that it is better for the children of a 
family to see both parents after an amicable divorce rather than 
live in an atmosphere of hatred and distrust. 

 
Accept any other valid response. 
 
Candidates who do not consider different viewpoints within the 
religious tradition or non-religious viewpoints (as instructed in the 
question) cannot achieve marks beyond Level 2. 12 

 
  



Level  Mark  Descriptor  
 0 No rewardable response.  
Level 1 1–3 • Information/issues are identified and make superficial connections 

among a limited range of elements in the question, underpinned by 
isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief, including 
any relevant philosophical and/or ethical arguments. 

• Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a 
conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6 • Superficial connections are made among many, but not all, of the 
elements in the question, with a limited understanding of religion 
and belief, including relevant philosophical and/or ethical 
arguments. 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are 
made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise 
evidence, much of which may be superficial, leading to a conclusion 
that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9 • Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent and 
logical chains of reasoning that consider different viewpoints. These 
are underpinned by an accurate understanding of religion and 
belief, including any relevant philosophical and/or ethical 
arguments. Connections are made among many, but not all, of the 
elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but not all,  
of the elements in the question. Judgements are supported by the 
appraisal of evidence, some of which may be superficial, leading to 
a partially justified conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12 • Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 
coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 
viewpoints. These are underpinned by a sustained, accurate and 
thorough understanding of religion and belief, including any 
relevant philosophical and/or ethical arguments. Connections are 
made among the full range of elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 
elements in the question. Judgements are fully supported by the 
comprehensive appraisal of evidence, leading to a fully justified 
conclusion. 

  



Question 
number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

3(a) AO1 3 marks 
 
Award one mark for each point identified up to 
a maximum of three. 
• Hajj is one of the Five Pillars (1) 
• It is commanded by the Qur’an (1) 
• It allows Muslims to seek Allah’s mercy (1) 
• It enables Muslims to visit the historic sites 

of the faith (1) 
• It unites Muslims from all over the world (1). 
 
Accept any other valid response. 
 

• Lists 
(maximum of 
one mark). 
 

3 
 
Question 
number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

3(b) AO1 4 marks 
 
Award one mark for providing a reason.  Award 
a second mark for development of the reason. 
Up to a maximum of four marks. 
• Giving Zakah shows that a Muslim respects 

Allah (1) and therefore the Muslim 
community (1) 

• It is used to provide relief for the poor (1), 
for example the Edhi Foundation has 
funded 1800 ambulances in Pakistan (1) 

• It can be used to relieve the suffering of 
those in debt (1), thereby uniting the 
Muslim community by supporting all 
Muslims (1). 
 

Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
reason/ 
development 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the reason 
given and to 
the question. 

4 
 
  



Question 
number  

Answer Reject Mark 

3(c) AO1 5 marks 
 
Award one mark for each reason. Award 
further marks for each development of the 
reason up to a maximum of four marks. Award 
one further mark for any relevant source of 
wisdom or authority. 
• The Qur’an commands Muslims to fight in 

the name of Allah (Surah 2:190) (1), so that 
war is fought for the right reasons (1) and 
in the right way (1) 

• When a Muslim is called to Jihad they are 
confident that permission to fight has been 
given by Allah (1) and that it is because 
Islam has been wronged (1). They are 
confident Allah will ensure their victory 
(Surah 22:39) (1)   

• Greater Jihad is the spiritual struggle to 
follow Allah’s teaching in their own lives (1). 
It requires them to overcome their 
weaknesses (1). The Hadith is reported to 
say, ‘The person who struggles so that 
Allah’s word is supreme is the one serving 
Allah’s cause’ (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 
 

• Repeated 
reason/ 
development 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the reason 
given and to 
the question 

• Reference to a 
source of 
wisdom that 
does not relate 
to the reason 
given. 

5 
 
  



Question 
number  

Indicative content Mark 

3(d) AO2 12 marks, SPaG 3 marks 
 
Candidates must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 
knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required to 
demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as well as 
accuracy of religion and belief when responding to the question and 
in meeting AO2 descriptors. 
 
AO2 
Arguments for the statement: 
• Allah commanded Muslims to worship him in prayer, ‘I am God, 

there is none worthy of worship but me, so worship me and offer 
prayer perfectly for my remembrance’, (Surah 20:13-14). Prayer is 
the First Pillar and follows from the declaration of faith 

• The most important aspect of life as a Muslim is the relationship 
with Allah. Prayer demonstrates this, improves and increases it 

• Works are not accepted by Allah if one does not first have inner 
belief. If a person associates others with Allah then their good 
works will be in vain. Prayer shows that Allah is foremost in the 
Muslim’s mind. 

 
Arguments against the statement: 
• Islam teaches that faith requires both inner belief and outward 

action. As such prayer, by itself, cannot be more important than 
the other commands of Allah since all are necessary 

• The Qur’an teaches that ‘Allah has promised that for those who 
believe and do good works for them is a reward in paradise’ 
(Surah 5:9). So prayer cannot be the most important without 
action since both are required for paradise 

• The Hadith teaches that ‘Actions are judged by their intentions’, if 
the intention is to show devotion to Allah then good works 
become part of faith and complement prayer, meaning that no 
one attribute of Muslim life can be seen as of supreme 
importance. 

 
Accept any other valid response. 
 
Candidates who do not consider different viewpoints within the 
religious tradition or non-religious viewpoints (as instructed in the 
question) cannot achieve marks beyond Level 2. 15 

 



Level  Mark  Descriptor  
 0 No rewardable response.  
Level 1 1–3 • Information/issues are identified and make superficial connections 

among a limited range of elements in the question, underpinned by 
isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief. 

• Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a 
conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6 • Superficial connections are made among many, but not all, of the 
elements in the question, underpinned by a limited understanding 
of religion and belief. 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are 
made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise 
evidence, much of which may be superficial, leading to a conclusion 
that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9 • Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent and 
logical chains of reasoning that consider different viewpoints. These 
are underpinned by an accurate understanding of religion and 
belief. Connections are made among many, but not all, of the 
elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but not all, 
of the elements in the question. Judgements are supported by the 
appraisal of evidence, some of which may be superficial, leading to 
a partially justified conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12 • Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 
coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 
viewpoints. These are underpinned by a sustained, accurate and 
thorough understanding of religion and belief. Connections are 
made among the full range of elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 
elements in the question. Judgements are fully supported by the 
comprehensive appraisal of evidence, leading to a fully justified 
conclusion. 

 
 
  



SPaG 
Marks Descriptors 

0 marks No marks 
awarded 

• The candidate writes nothing. 
• The candidate’s response does not relate to the question. 
• The candidate’s achievement in SPaG does not reach the 

threshold performance level, for example errors in spelling, 
punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning. 

1 mark Threshold 
performance 

• Candidates spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy. 
• Candidates use rules of grammar with some control of 

meaning and any errors do not significantly hinder meaning 
overall. 

• Candidates use a limited range of specialist terms as 
appropriate. 

2 marks 
Intermediate 
performance 

• Candidates spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy. 
• Candidates use rules of grammar with general control of 

meaning overall. 
• Candidates use a good range of specialist terms as 

appropriate. 

3 marks High 
performance 

• Candidates spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy. 
• Candidates use rules of grammar with effective control of 

meaning overall. 
• Candidates use a wide range of specialist terms as 

appropriate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question 
number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

4(a) AO1 3 marks 
 
Award one mark for each point identified up 
to a maximum of three. 
• Everyone will be resurrected for 

Judgement Day so the afterlife must exist 
(1) 

• Allah will judge all based on their actions 
in life (1) 

• The good will go to paradise (1) 
• Those who fail will go to hell (1) 
• Eternity with Allah is better than life on 

earth (1). 
 

Accept any other valid response. 

• Lists (maximum 
of one mark). 
 

3 
 
Question 
number  

Answer Reject  Mark 

4(b) AO1 4 marks 
 
Award one mark for providing a way.  Award 
a second mark for development of the way. 
Up to a maximum of four marks. 
• Some believe Allah created humankind by 

means of evolution (1), since one of Allah’s 
names is Creator (1) 

• The Qur’an makes many references to the 
creation of humankind (1) it explains that 
humans were created from dust which is 
not supported by evolution (1) 

• The scientific explanation is wrong since it 
removes the need for an omniscient God 
(1), all the steps of the evolutionary 
process can occur by chance (1). 
 

Accept any other valid response. 
 

• Repeated way/ 
development 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to the 
way given and to 
the question. 

4 
 
 
 



Question 
number  

Answer Reject Mark 

4(c) AO1 5 marks 
 
Award one mark for each attitude. Award 
further marks for each development of the 
attitude up to a maximum of four marks. 
Award one further mark for any relevant 
source of wisdom or authority. 
• Some Muslims allow an abortion if it takes 

place before one hundred and twenty 
days (1). This is when ensoulment occurs 
(1). Muslims believe an angel breathes the 
soul into the embryo (Sahih al-Bukhari 
55:549) (1) 

• Some Muslims reject all thoughts of 
abortion and view it as murder (1). Surah 
17:31 says ‘Do not kill your children for 
fear of want’ (1), and promises that Allah 
will provide for them (1) 

• Some Muslims accept abortion to save the 
life of a mother (1). This is regarded as the 
lesser of two evils (1). The Qur’an teaches 
that Allah is merciful and will not give his 
followers a burden that is too heavy to 
bear (Surah 2:286) (1). 
 

Candidates who do not consider different 
attitudes within Islam cannot be awarded 
more than 3 marks (with an appropriate 
source of wisdom and authority). 

Accept any other valid response. 

• Repeated 
attitude/ 
development 

• Development 
that does not 
relate both to 
the attitude 
given and to the 
question 

• Reference to a 
source of 
wisdom that 
does not relate 
to the attitude 
given. 

5 
 
  



Question 
number  

Indicative content Mark 

4(d) AO2 12 marks 
 
Candidates must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 
knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required to 
demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as well as 
accuracy of religion and belief when responding to the question and 
in meeting AO2 descriptors. 
 
AO2 
Arguments for the statement: 
• Muslims are charged as khalifah and as such have a 

responsibility to look after and protect all of Allah’s creation, and 
maintain it in balance, since the Qur’an says Allah created all 
things in balance  

• Many Muslims see pollution and its effects as having the 
potential to destroy humankind, forbidden by Allah. Global 
warming has already caused the melting of ice caps and a rise in 
sea level 

• Not only does the current level of pollution threaten human 
existence but also that of Allah’s creation as it leads to the 
destruction of habitats and the extinction of species. 

 
Arguments against the statement: 
• Some Muslims may say that since we already understand the 

threat from pollution much effort has gone into the development 
of alternative energy sources e.g. solar and wind power, which 
are renewable and do not contribute to global warming 

• Muslim governments across the world are increasingly taking 
action to limit their own emissions of pollutants, such as using 
laws to limit the pollutants generated, both by individuals and 
industry 

• On an individual level many Muslims are choosing to live 
‘greener’ lifestyles; they become vegetarian, cycle rather than 
drive and recycle/re-use products to reduce the threat caused by 
pollution. 

 
Accept any other valid response. 
 
Candidates who do not consider different viewpoints within the 
religious tradition or non-religious viewpoints (as instructed in the 
question) cannot achieve marks beyond Level 2. 12 



 
Level  Mark  Descriptor  
 0 No rewardable response.  
Level 1 1–3 • Information/issues are identified and make superficial connections 

among a limited range of elements in the question, underpinned 
by isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief, 
including any relevant philosophical and/or ethical arguments. 

• Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a 
conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6 • Superficial connections are made among many, but not all, of the 
elements in the question, with a limited understanding of religion 
and belief, including relevant philosophical and/or ethical 
arguments. 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are 
made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise 
evidence, much of which may be superficial, leading to a 
conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9 • Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent and 
logical chains of reasoning that consider different viewpoints. 
These are underpinned by an accurate understanding of religion 
and belief, including any relevant philosophical and/or ethical 
arguments. Connections are made among many, but not all, of the 
elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but not 
all,  
of the elements in the question. Judgements are supported by the 
appraisal of evidence, some of which may be superficial, leading to 
a partially justified conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12 • Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 
coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 
viewpoints. These are underpinned by a sustained, accurate and 
thorough understanding of religion and belief, including any 
relevant philosophical and/or ethical arguments. Connections are 
made among the full range of elements in the question.  

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 
elements in the question. Judgements are fully supported by the 
comprehensive appraisal of evidence, leading to a fully justified 
conclusion. 

 
 
 

Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828  
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London, WC2R 0RL, United Kingdom 


